Discussion Requirements and Grading Rubric
Only Discussions posted with citations and references will be graded.  Without citations and references the work is plagiarized.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: 
 1. Failure to cite sources of words or information
 2.  Failure to use quotation marks to designate direct quotes as part of a citation including cut and pasted content nor correctly cited with intext citation.  Plagiarized submissions will not be graded.
The following rubric outlines what is expected in all the discussion questions in the UMN program nursing courses. 
· The specific requirements to be discussed in your Initial Posting are in specific discussion instructions.
· Discussion Forum responses with content that is supported and informed by evidence (requires citations), your professional experience, scholarly sources, and your thoughts and ideas about the specific topic.
· You are required to post an in-depth initial reply to the discussion topics each week, and respond substantively to a minimum two samplings of classmates’ postings.
· Initial responses and peer responses to the discussion are due according to calendar date and time, unless otherwise specified.
· Discussions are graded according to the following rubric. 
	Category
	Criteria for Excellence
	Total

	Initial Post
	· Initial posting is of  High quality and displays depth of knowledge on the topics showing that  the student has read the materials and considered the topic thoughtfully
· Addresses elements of the assigned discussion
· Student work meets requirements for academic integrity
	


------/40

	Responses to peers
	· Student has submitted a minimum of two substantive response posts
· Responses to peers original posts are congenial, show clear synthesis and evaluation of the content read, and provide depth, breadth, or new insight to the topic. A thought provoking question may be asked to advance the discussion. 
· Students should respond to those peers who post in their initial thread as needed.
· Student work meets requirements for academic integrity
· Responses to peers meet the requirements for posting on nonconsecutive days and must be on nonconsecutive days  from the initial post.
	




---------/40

	APA Formatting
	· Scholarly references are included from peer reviewed sources in addition to course texts/reading material
· Citations are on reference list and references are cited in post.  

	
----------/10



	Grammar, Spelling, Mechanics
	· Post are clearly written
· Posts contain few spelling, grammatical, or mechanical errors
· Avoid slang and colloquial expressions
· Follow logical progression with clear organization of content
	

----------/10

	Total
	
	----------/100



